AAPD, through partnerships with the
Microsoft Corporation and the Mitsubishi
Electric America Foundation, is pleased to
announce two internship opportunities
(information technology and congressional)
for college students with disabilities for the
summer 2006. Both are administered by AAPD.

Important Medicare
Enrollment Reminder

Enrollment for Medicare’s prescription drug
coverage runs from November 15, 2005 through
May 15, 2006. Coverage begins on January 1
(if a beneficiary enrolls before then). After that,
coverage begins on the first of the month after
a beneficiary enrolls. Medicare will provide
comprehensive support to help beneficiaries
make a confident decision about drug coverage.
That support includes community-based
resources offering personalized counseling,
materials on www.medicare.gov and through
(800) MEDICARE or (877) 486-2048 (TTY),
and the Medicare & You handbook with
information about coverage in you local area. m

SAVE THE DATE!
MARCH 8, 2006

2006 AAPD LEADERSHIP GALA
WASHINGTON, DC

INSIDE

Disability Status Reports

Conversation with EEOC
Chair Dominguez

How Election Reform
Affects You

he Medicaid Commission, appointed by Health and Human Services Secretary Michael

Leavitt, completed its first report to the Secretary and Congress on September 1, 2005.

In its report, the Commission recommended a reduction in Medicaid spending by $11 billion

over the next five years. These reductions include changing how providers and drug

companies are reimbursed for prescription drugs, and closing loopholes that allow individuals
to hide or illegally transfer assets to qualify for nursing home care. Another recommendation allows
states to tax all managed care organizations.

Senate Finance Chairman Charles Grassley (R-1A) said the Commission’s recommendations “will be
considered as part of the Finance Committee’s ongoing process to meet budget reconciliation instructions.”
Senator Max Baucus (D-MT), ranking member on the Finance Committee, stated, “While I don't
believe that all those savings should come from Medicaid, | believe some of the Commission’s ideas
have merit and may warrant consideration. I'm also heartened that the Commission did not recommend
a number of proposals that, in my view, may have harmed Medicaid beneficiaries’ access to care.”

Reaction from the National Governors Association (NGA) was also favorable. The Governors
appreciate the fact that the Medicaid Commission has come to many of the same policy conclusions
that are recommended by the NGA (a paper on Medicaid reform by the NGA can be found on
AAPD’s website [www.aapd.com] under Medicaid Commission). The NGA looks forward to
working with the Commission over the next 16 months as they focus on the long-run restructuring
of Medicaid.

On October 26 and 27, 2005, the Medicaid Commission began its next task, the study of long-term
Medicaid reforms. The Commission will meet six to eight times over the next year. Proposals will be
developed to address the following issues:

« Eligibility, benefits design and delivery;

* Expanding the number of people covered with quality care, while recognizing budget constraints;
* Long-term care;

* Quality of care, choice and beneficiary satisfaction;

* Program administration; and

» Other topics that the Secretary may submit to the Commission.

The Commission’s final report is to be submitted by December 31, 2006.

A full accounting of the August meeting of the Commission by AAPD's Senior Director of Policy
and Outreach Gwen Gillenwater, a voting member of the Commission, can be found at
www.aapd.com under “Medicaid Commission.” =

Budget Reconciliation
How Will America Pay its Bills?

Editor’s Note: The following article was current at the time AAPDnews went to press. Some budget items
may have changed by the time the newsletter reaches your home or business.

As the country struggles to rebuild New Orleans and the surrounding Gulf Coast areas and to meet
the needs of the many citizens whose lives were affected by Hurricane Katrina, the budget reconcil-
lation process in Congress was delayed, detoured, and in general distracted. As soon as Congress
returned in early September, the devastation of Katrina was in full force and immediate attempts were
made to introduce and pass legislation to deal with the crisis situations. The Administration was also
caught up in responding to the many tragedies in Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama, as well as the
iImpact on other states as thousands of people were evacuated and moved.

Bipartisan letters from both houses were sent to Congressional committees involved in making the
cuts in Medicaid, food stamps, women and infant care programs, housing and education, and taxes.
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