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A QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER FOR AAPD MEMBERS

n April, AAPD, ADAPT,
National Council on 
Independent Living (NCIL),
and Self Advocates

Becoming Empowered (SABE)
worked collaboratively to create 
a list of questions to present to 
presidential candidates that
reflect the issues most important
to our members. We have sent 
this list of questions, along with
personalized cover letters signed
by all four organizations, to the
candidates, and requested their
responses as soon as possible, but no later than May 31, 2007.
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Disability Bloggers:
Personal and

Passionate
They’re traditional press coverage with
stimulating commentary and a splash of
rousing rant. They’ve also become a force
with which to be reckoned, holding politicians,
businesses, and entertainment personalities
accountable to the interests of the public.

They’re blogs, and they’re growing influences
in the media landscape.

“Blog” is an abbreviation for web log,
which is a rolling column of information
and editorial content of various lengths,
updated regularly, often with the blogger’s
personality sprinkled throughout to provide
a more intimate method of news coverage.
Some blogs are thematic, while others cover
whatever strikes a nerve with the blogger 
on a given day. Bloggers often link to each
other within individual posts, which creates
what is known as the “blogosphere.”

Open your local newspaper, click onto
CNN.com or tune in to the nightly news,
and you’ll receive the news deemed most
important by editors and producers.
Spend an hour in the blogosphere and
you’ll know what the people think is
important. Blogs are truly democratizing
instruments, capable of producing powerful
synergies with traditional journalism.

We are seeing a radical transformation 
of the life cycle of a news item, thanks to
blogs. Bloggers pick up an original news
story through traditional media outlets,
connect that story to other stories, provide
commentary, and sometimes add additional
information through independent research.
Outfitted with all the new information and
fresh perspective, news stories often find
their way back into traditional media after an
attentive editor or news reporter sees 
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Get answers from the professionals, see “Ask the Experts”
a new feature in AAPDnews on page 9.

John Register is a veteran of the Gulf War and a former Olympic Trials athlete. He was instrumental
in launching the U.S. Paralympic Academy in 2003. Register also conceived of the U.S. Olympic
Committee (USOC) Paralympic Military Program. He is a recipient of a 2007 Paul G. Hearne/
AAPD Leadership Award.

Staff Sergeant Joey Bozik departs the plane with trepidation in his eyes. His wife Jayme,
close by his side, is also apprehensive about what this next week may bring. Four days of
sports clinics and camps? How can Bozik possibly prove a competitor; after all, it has only
been a year since he and his Humvee were blasted by an anti-tank mine in Iraq, resulting
in the amputation of both of his legs and his right arm. Sports? 

Yes. Sports.

Follow the 2008 Presidential Election Timeline
See the special Election feature on pages 5 and 6.

Meeting the Challenge of Sport
Olympic Training for Wars’ Wounded

By John F. Register

AAPD Questions the 
2008 Presidential Candidates

Pushes Campaigns to Respond This Month

Hillary Clinton,
Democratic candidate

Rudolph Guiliani,
Republican candidate

I



Dear Members, 

Disability history was made on 
March 30, 2007 at the United Nations
signing ceremony for the UN Convention
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities,
which garnered unprecedented support
and record-setting numbers of signatures.
The Convention has enjoyed bragging
rights since its inception. First proposed
by Mexican President Vicente Fox, in

just a few years, the Convention moved from an idea to the
first human rights treaty of the 21st century, making it the
fastest negotiated international human rights treaty ever.

Mexico signed. Canada signed. The European Community
signed. In fact, 80 of 192 nation-members signed. The U.S.,
however, was not among them. The U.S. did not even send a
representative to the ceremony, a simple act which a number
of non-signing countries recognized the importance of doing.
John Lancaster, Executive Director of the National Council on
Independent Living (NCIL) and the President of the United
States International Council on Disabilities (USICD), was 
present at the signing ceremony and recently shared his 
first-hand experience in a letter to NCIL members: 

“As I sat in the observers' area on the floor of the UN's General
Assembly Hall, delegates from 80 nations and the European
Community took their turn at the official signing table to commit
their country to the human and civil rights of people with disabilities.
At several points, my eyes welled with tears. They should have
been tears of joy and pride as an American, as a citizen in the
country that had created this world-wide movement for the
rights and empowerment of people with disabilities. Instead,
they were tears of shame and embarrassment.”

The Convention advances eight main principles — respect for
inherent dignity, autonomy, and independence of persons;
nondiscrimination; full and effective participation and inclusion
in society; respect for difference and acceptance of people
with disabilities as part of human diversity and humanity;
equality of opportunity; accessibility; equality between men
and women; respect for evolving capacities of children with
disabilities and respect for the rights of children with disabilities
to preserve their identities. The Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities goes beyond simply declaring basic
rights and focuses instead on inclusion and participation, 
the actions necessary to ensure that these basic rights are
more than empty promises.

Although the U.S. has not been in a rush to issue a statement
of explanation as to why it did not sign, the U.S. was certainly
not shy in issuing strong language early in the process —
indeed, before there was even draft language — of its intent
not to sign, citing domestic rather than international focus 
as most appropriate for change and improvement. 

Whatever official or unofficial explanation or theory advanced,
there is too much at stake for the U.S., after years of gradually
increasing involvement in the Convention process, to turn its
back on this historic treaty at a most crucial moment.

Before the signing ceremony, AAPD issued an action alert over
our JFA listserv encouraging readers to contact the White
House to urge for the U.S. to sign the Convention. Since the
signing ceremony, AAPD has urged members and readers to
help build bottom-up support and momentum by encouraging
their local municipalities, cities, counties, states, and local 
and national organizations to pass resolutions supporting the
Convention. Several cities in California have already taken
action. AAPD is also gathering online signatures for a petition,
which will demonstrate the enormous citizen support for the
U.S. to sign the Convention. Please visit www.aapd.com/
UN/petition.html to sign the petition. 

In the years preceding the signing of the ADA, many were
heard saying “too progressive,” “too expensive,” “too much
litigation,” “too controversial,” and “not needed.” Yet despite
the naysayers, advocates were unrelenting and persevered to
see the landmark law signed. As a result, the landscape for
people with disabilities radically changed. And regardless of
all the advancements under the ADA, there is still so much
inequality left to combat — here, in America. For the more
than 650 million people with disabilities worldwide, 80 percent 
of whom live in developing countries and many in destitute
circumstance, the vast majority are still waiting for the liberation
of a transformative law that can point the way toward true
equality and full participation in society. 

The UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
provides the opportunity for tides of change across the globe.
Because we’ve had 17 years to begin to see what a society can
look like when people with disabilities enjoy broad civil rights
protections, we must stay involved, sign, and continue to lead.
If the U.S. is to remain a visionary leader on the rights of 
people with disabilities, it cannot stand by idly. Rather, with
the same bipartisan enthusiasm as was seen in the signing 
of the ADA, the U.S. must sign and ratify the treaty and take
a lead role in translating broad commitments into national
action — to live up to our status as a world leader in the 
global fight for disability rights. Please sign the petition at
www.aapd.com/UN/petition.html, calling on our President 
to sign the Convention, and please write your members 
of Congress asking them to contact the President and urge
him to sign the Convention. 

Andrew J. Imparato
AAPD President and CEO

U.S. Missing in Action at Key UN Event
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Andrew J. Imparato
AAPD President and CEO
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As a person with a disability, you may have 
a general sense that the move to digital and
Internet-based technologies will provide you
with more opportunities for independence.
History, however, tells us that this will only 
be the case if those technologies are designed 
to be accessible and usable for persons with any
type of disability at the outset.

In March, AAPD and CSD (Communication
Service for the Deaf) co-founded a new coalition
of disability organizations to advocate for 
legislative and regulatory safeguards for 

people with sensory disabilities. This coalition,
known as “Coalition of Organizations for
Accessible Technology,” or “COAT,” is 
targeting high speed broadband, wireless and
Internet technology providers to make sure
individuals with speech, vision, hearing and
related disabilities don’t get left behind as 
new products come to the marketplace.

Within 24 hours of its inception, more than
50 national and regional disability groups
joined COAT. New members included
national groups, such as American Council

of the Blind, the Assistive Technology
Industry Association, Hearing Loss Association
of America, National Association of the Deaf,
National Black Deaf Advocates, National
Court Reporters Association, Speech
Communication Assistance by Telephone,
Inc., WGBH Media Access Group, and
World Institute on Disability. Regional
groups joining COAT included the Northern
California Center on Deafness and the North
Carolina Governor’s Advocacy Council for
Persons with Disabilities, to name just a few.

Get Your COAT On! 
AAPD Co-Founds New Coalition Tackling Advanced Technologies on Behalf of Disability Community
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