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RESOLUTION NO. NS-

RESOLUTION OF THE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS SUPPORTING THE UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES


WHEREAS, historically, persons with disabilities have been marginalized, stigmatized and deprived of opportunities and freedoms afforded to individual without disabilities; and


WHEREAS, on December 13, 2006, the United Nations General Assembly adopted by consensus on a landmark treaty, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, to promote and protect the rights of the world's 650 million disabled people; and


WHEREAS, the Convention was the most rapidly negotiated human rights treaty in the history of international law; and


WHEREAS, the Convention is the first human rights treaty of the 21st century; and


WHEREAS, the Convention will require ratifying nations "to promote, protect and ensure the full and equal enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms by all persons with disabilities, and to promote respect for their inherent dignity" and  promote awareness of the capabilities of those who are disabled; and


WHEREAS, the Convention also requires governments to fight stereotypes of people with disabilities; and


WHEREAS, the Convention also recognizes that attitudes need to change if disabled people are to achieve equality; and


WHEREAS, the City of Santa Cruz quickly complied with the regulations for governments when the Americans with Disabilities Act was enacted in 1990; and


WHEREAS, in the 2000 Census, 37,895 County residents ages 5 and older, reported a disability, which is approximately 16 percent of the County’s total population; and


WHEREAS, people over 65 are the fastest growing sector of the American population and as live expectancies continue to increase so do age-related disabilities; and.  


WHEREAS, the 2005 Census update shows that Santa Cruz County residents aged 65 and older increase from 24,061 in 2001 to 25,645 and that 39.2% of those residents have a disability.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Santa Cruz County Board of Supervisors hereby supports this Convention, endorses equality of opportunity, and will continue to be responsive to and inclusive of people with disabilities.      

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chair of the Board is directed to communicate the County’s support of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities to the United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon and the Acting U.S. Representative to the United Nations, Alejandro D. Wolff and urge ratification of the Convention by the United States.


PASSED AND ADOPTED this         rd day of                     ,  2007, by the following vote:

AYES:  


NOES:  

ABSENT:  

DISQUALIFIED:









   APPROVED:  __________________________












Chair, Board of Supervisors

ATTEST:  __________________________


             Clerk of the Board

