DISABILITY CANDIDATES FORUM: ILLINOIS GOVERNOR’S RACE 

WRITTEN QUESTIONNAIRE RESPONSES
The questions in this document were selected by a committee formed from members of the supporting organizations for the January 18, 2018 non-partisan Disability Candidates Forum: Illinois Governor’s Race. All candidates listed by the Illinois Board of Elections as competing in the primary for March 20, 2018, were invited. Those candidates who participated in the forum in person were also invited to submit responses to these written questions. Thank you to candidates Biss, Kennedy and Pritzker for their responses. All are Democrats competing in the primary.
Responses from the candidates are organized in alphabetical order throughout this document. Responses were received and compiled by Access Living; for questions about this document, please contact Amber Smock at asmock@accessliving.org. For questions about candidates’ responses, please contact their campaign staff.

To view the webcast of the forum (in spoken English and ASL), please visit this link: http://bit.ly/2DAbW7z. This webcast will be available for 90 days after the event on January 18, 2018.
To view the CART written transcript of the event, please visit this page: https://www.accessliving.org/1710SN8. 
This document is for public information and dissemination, and does not constitute endorsement by any of the Forum’s supporting organizations.

Questions and answers begin on the following page.

	Topic
	Questions Submitted by Disability Voters

	Deinstitutionalization/

Community Living 
	1. What would you do to direct the state of Illinois to become compliant with the Ligas, Williams, and Colbert Consent Decrees?

State Senator Daniel Biss: The fact that we rely on consent decrees to force the state to invest in home- and community-based services is indicative of our broken system. We know that many people with disabilities and seniors would rather remain in their homes and communities and receive support through these services; however, time and again, our state has prioritized funding for institutional care. To comply with these consent decrees and meet the needs of people with disabilities, we must rebalance our long-term care system to fully fund home- and community-based services for people with disabilities and seniors.
Chris Kennedy: The payment system between the state and care facilities is antiquated—A Kennedy/Joy administration would work immediately to rectify this and make sure we are compliant with required funding.

J.B. Pritzker: For too long, Illinois has been running on auto-pilot when it comes to compliance with the Ligas, Williams, and Colbert consent decrees. It’s time for our state to prioritize comprehensive community-based supports that give people with disabilities a full range of options and choices to live meaningful lives in their communities.  

2. Illinois has 19,038 citizens with developmental disabilities on the PUNS wait list for services and ranks #47 among all states for serving people in their homes and communities. In your first 100 days, what concrete steps will you take to prepare Illinois to achieve excellence in home and community-based care for people with developmental disabilities?

State Senator Daniel Biss: Our state’s failure to support Illinoisans with developmental disabilities is indefensible and immoral—and entirely preventable. The problem isn’t that we don’t know how to support this community, or that we can’t afford it. Rather, we haven’t had the political will to act. When I’m governor, I will introduce a budget within my first one hundred days that will fully fund home- and community-based services, and I will propose a path towards reducing, and eventually eliminating, the PUNS wait list.
Chris Kennedy: See below.

J.B. Pritzker: To expand opportunities for people with disabilities to thrive in community-based settings, we should look at tapping into federal matching funds like the Community First Choice Option, a Medicaid waiver that was created under the ACA that increases federal Medicaid matching dollars to pay for community-based services and supports for people who might otherwise be moved to institutions. Seven other states have moved forward with utilizing the Community First Choice Option, and we should look to them for guidance on moving forward with it in Illinois. 

3. As Governor, how would you address the shortage of consumer-directed, as opposed to agency-directed, supports for adults with developmental disabilities?  

State Senator Daniel Biss: Consumer-directed services are essential in ensuring that adults with developmental disabilities have as much autonomy and independence as possible, and to empower them to make decisions that are best for them. As governor, I will engage with advocacy groups and policy experts to consider how to address this shortage, and make sure that our state’s budget supports and expands consumer-directed supports.
Chris Kennedy: [responding to both questions 2 and 3] I believe in choice and self-determination, and as a state we need to do everything in our power to make sure people with disabilities have access to the type of care they choose. That being said, I also believe that we’ve been presented a false choice between Community-Based Services and Institutionalization. We’re told that we can only fund one of these options, but I do not believe that is true. Illinois is a donor state to the federal government. We rank 48th out of 50 states in terms of the money we send to D.C. vs. the money we get back. This is why I will establish a State Grants Office to identify and apply for federal dollars that we are currently let slip through the cracks. I will also reform the broken property tax system and move us to a graduated progressive income tax, which will allow the state to channel more resources towards all forms of care so that we are not arguing over crumbs and we increase the quality of care across the continuum of care.

J.B. Pritzker: People with disabilities must be included in the decision-making process and in the implementation of programs that impact them. Nothing about people with disabilities, without people with disabilities. Community-based, consumer-directed supports allow people with disabilities to fully participate in their communities, and we must make intentional investments in those programs.



	Access in public businesses
	1.  How will your administration play a role in making business accessible to all customers with disabilities? 

State Senator Daniel Biss: As governor, I would work hard to make sure businesses are accessible to every Illinoisan, including Illinoisans with disabilities. I will make sure we enforce ADA requirements, respond promptly to complaints, and crack down on violations. I will also highlight businesses that are especially successful in improving accessibility to encourage other businesses to adopt these best practices, and consider accessibility when deciding how to allocate government contracts. Lastly, I am committed to appointing a cabinet that reflects the diversity of our state, including people with disabilities, to ensure all of our priorities are represented, such as making businesses more accessible.

Chris Kennedy: Making sure that businesses are ADA compliant will be a priority for my administration. Throughout my career working with the disability rights community I’ve become very familiar with the details of compliance. I’ve learned about turning radiuses, parking alignment, the heights of countertops, and pressurized doors. There’s no one in state government who’s going to be able to push back against those who say it can’t be done like I can. When they say it’s unachievable, I will show them over and over again how it can be done, and I will make sure we don’t rest on our laurels as a state. We need to make sure that businesses are following the rule of law and being inclusive of people with disabilities.

J.B. Pritzker: As governor, I will work with consumer-led organizations and other stakeholders to ensure the state is making business accessible to all customers with disabilities. 



	Assisted Suicide
	1. Would your administration be for or against legislation that made assisted suicide legal in Illinois?  

State Senator Daniel Biss: My administration would be in favor of legislation to make assisted suicide legal in Illinois. I believe that we must protect the rights of every adult to make personal choices about their lives and their bodies, and that includes the right to assisted suicide. At the same time, it is incredibly important to include strong protections to strike a balance between autonomy, disability rights, and the right to live. Individuals confronting this difficult decision must be able to access all information they need and be able to make their decisions free from outside pressures.
Chris Kennedy: I would defer to the recommendations of doctors and scientists regarding this legislation.

J.B. Pritzker: I am in favor of putting this very personal decision in the hands of patients to make in consultation with their doctors.  



	Education
	1. Bullying of students with disabilities is a long-standing problem. So is the use of restraints and seclusion, especially for students with disabilities. In September 2016, Illinois schools began to implement a new law requiring that schools limit the use of exclusionary discipline practices, such as suspension and expulsion, which have long had a disproportionate impact on students with disabilities, and instead provide in-school, restorative behavior interventions. Will you support efforts to strengthen this legislation to ensure that schools have the support and accountability that they need to implement this important new initiative? How would you provide interventions to reduce bullying and the use of restraints and seclusion?

State Senator Daniel Biss: It is the responsibility of our state government and our schools to support students with disabilities and ensure that they have a safe learning environment free from bullying. I support policies to limit exclusionary discipline practices in favor of restorative behavior interventions. To successfully implement these policies, and to provide interventions to reduce bullying and the use of restraints and seclusion, we must provide additional resources to schools and implement accountability measures to assess our progress. Resources should go towards individual support for students with disabilities, to anti-bullying programming, and to other programs and policies that have been shown to reduce bullying and create safe environments for students with disabilities to learn.
Chris Kennedy: Yes, I wholeheartedly support this legislation and would work to see that it is implemented appropriately and fully. The use of restraints and seclusion is, frankly, draconian, and we need to make sure that school administrators and teachers—anyone interacting with a child with disabilities—are trained to appropriately diffuse a situation and help address the core issues as opposed to imposing punishments.

Bullying is one of the toughest issues we face in our schools, but we must work to create a culture of inclusion within the classroom. Punishing students with disabilities with these draconian measures sends a message to other students that students with disabilities are scary, strange, or unapproachable.

Eliminating this form of punishment is an important step towards being more inclusive and providing a student-specific education that doesn’t isolate and segregate any student.

J.B. Pritzker: All children should feel safe, supported, and respected in school so they can learn and prepare for their futures.  The state’s effort to reduce exclusionary discipline practices is a step in the right direction.  Moving forward, the state should collect data to monitor the impact of the law and, where necessary, take additional steps to ensure that students with disabilities are no longer being disproportionately affected by disciplinary measures.  I would also work with consumer-led groups to address bullying and ensure that every student is treated with respect. 

2. In 2018, Illinois will implement its Tax Credit Scholarships Program, a $75 million pilot program designed to take private donations and use them to subsidize student tuition for low-income families at private schools. These tax credit scholarships allow donors to write off the donated amount from the taxes they owe. Although the program allows low-income families to have more education options, for students with disabilities, two adverse effects may occur: First, the state’s funding for public education will be decreased, as the program draws students from public schools into private schools. Second, students with disabilities who move to private schools will not be able to have the same amount of education rights (IDEA) provided by federal law. For students with disabilities, how do you plan on safeguarding the quality of special education regarding this Tax Credit Scholarships Program?

State Senator Daniel Biss: I voted against the Tax Credit Scholarships Program in the Senate, and I would dismantle it as governor. As a public school parent, I do not believe we should be diverting public school funding to private schools, especially through a scheme that lines the pockets of the wealthy. However, as long as this program continues, it is important that we include strong protections for people with disabilities. If, for some reason, my administration is unable to repeal the Tax Credit Scholarships Program, or during the time it takes to do so, we will ensure that private schools receiving funds are required to follow all provisions of existing state and federal law to which public schools are subject, including those relating to students with disabilities.
Chris Kennedy: I would work to repeal the Tax Credit Scholarship Program because I believe it violates Illinois’ Constitution, which says, “Neither the General Assembly nor any county, city, town, township, school district, or other public corporation, shall ever make any appropriation or pay from any public fund...in aid of any church or sectarian purpose, or to help support or sustain any school, academy, seminary, college, university, or other literary or scientific institution, controlled by any church or sectarian denomination…”

Legislative gamesmanship that allows us to contradict our constitution and channel public dollars to fund private institutions diminishes the credibility of our government and the role it plays in bettering the lives of all people, not a fortunate few.

J.B. Pritzker: I oppose school vouchers, and more specifically, I oppose Bruce Rauner’s backdoor voucher program that he forced into the school funding reform bill. As governor, I will work to repeal that measure and one of my top priorities will be ensuring that all children in Illinois get a great education, from birth through college. That starts with fully funding public education, and ensuring that every student has access to a quality public education. 



	Restorative Justice
	1. As Governor, how would you reinvigorate the Commission on Discrimination and Hate Crimes and supporting efforts to make clear that disability is a category to be addressed by the Commission? 

State Senator Daniel Biss: I will immediately restore the Commission on Discrimination and Hate Crimes, and I find Bruce Rauner’s refusal to do so is extremely disturbing. I will direct the Commission to clearly and explicitly include disability as a category to be addressed.

Chris Kennedy: I will be an advocate for the disability rights community as we fight against hate crimes together. Of course disability is a category that the Commission must address, and I will make it clear as Governor that that is my expectation.

J.B. Pritzker: Elected officials have a responsibility to promote and strengthen efforts to improve understanding, tolerance, and inclusion.  Unlike Bruce Rauner, I will make appointments to the Commission on Discrimination and Hate Crimes and ensure that it fulfills its statutory obligation.  My administration will ensure that people with disabilities are represented on this and other commissions so that their perspective is incorporated into the deliberations of the state’s advisory bodies.

2. As Governor, how will you ensure state law enforcement is trained to appropriately interact with disabled citizens, non-verbal autistics, and the Deaf community to prevent unnecessary incarcerations and injuries?    

State Senator Daniel Biss: I will require all law enforcement, from the local to the state level, to receive appropriate training to interact with disabled citizens, non-verbal autistics, and the Deaf community. My comprehensive criminal justice reform platform requires law enforcement to develop programs at the community level to improve trust and communication between police and the people they serve, revise police department recruitment programs to enhance diversity outreach and provide ongoing professional development programs, and require sensitivity and diversity training for all state employees, including police and prison staff. Each of these programs must include training in appropriate interactions with people with disabilities.
Chris Kennedy: There are a number of interventions we need to implement to make the interaction between law enforcement and someone with a disability safer. We need to better fund and train 911 operators so that they appropriately signal to responding officers that the incident involves or may involve someone with a disability. We need to train officers in de-escalation techniques and inherent bias training so that they respond appropriately in any given situation, and we need to explore legislation that would require a health care professional to accompany officers to incidents involving someone with a disability or mental illness.

J.B. Pritzker: Every resident deserves to be treated with dignity and respect in their interactions with law enforcement officials at every level.  As governor, I would support legislation to strengthen the Illinois Police Training Act to ensure that evidence-based, comprehensive standards are in place to train officials to appropriately interact with disabled residents, non-verbal autistics, and the Deaf community.  I would also support efforts to improve data collection and reporting so that we can assess these interactions and improve officer conduct.  



	Mental/Behavioral Health
	1. Advocates for mental health supports have pointed out that state funded metal health programs have increasing been at risk for budget cuts. What is your vision for stabilizing mental health funding in Illinois?

State Senator Daniel Biss: Bruce Rauner’s budget cuts to social services, including mental health services, have had devastating effects on our communities, including people with disabilities. As governor, I will restore funding to programs that have faced cuts and work to expand affordable healthcare access to every Illinoisan. Especially with the Affordable Care Act at risk, and with threats to Medicaid accessibility, it is crucial we take action at the state level. That’s why I will fight for Medicare-for-All in Illinois, which will include mental health services. It is also crucial that we make sure services are available in low-income communities, communities of color, and rural areas, all of which have historically lacked adequate access.
Chris Kennedy: In order to stabilize funding for mental health and indeed all health care, I believe we need to move towards a single-payer system in Illinois.

Access to quality, affordable health care is the most fundamental basis for quality of life. I believe that Illinois can play a major role in ensuring that every resident has access to health care and quality health care experiences at all stages of life. No individual or family should suffer for lack of access to care, and no individual or family should suffer because they cannot afford health care. Our state thrives when our residents are healthy and able to contribute fully to society. We envision a state where high-quality health care is easily accessible, affordable, and delivered with compassion.

Our administration will put Illinois on a path to a single-payer system. We will start by creating a state-backed public option of large-scale, Illinois-based employers and pre-existing municipal insurance pools to allow them to aggregate together as one negotiating entity to drive down costs. This will reduce our reliance on costly, profit-driven insurance companies and provide modern, accessible, and just coverage to all.

These aggregated insurance pools will emerge as an economic and political force in the state with clout, leverage, and contacts to overcome the insurance lobby. By allowing the largest employers in the state to work together to negotiate the cost of health coverage and drug prices, existing insurance companies will become nothing more than benefits managers.

Once established, with a solid foundation of committed members and employers, the employer-backed option will be made available to anyone in the state—including undocumented immigrants—which will further drive down costs for plan holders and the overall health care market in Illinois.

The new Republican Tax Plan has eliminated the Obamacare health care mandate, which is predicted to cause everyone’s premiums to rise and leave more people without health insurance. We must fight to protect the Affordable Care Act. States around the country are already working to enact statewide health care mandates, and Illinois should be no exception. A Health Care Mandate for Illinois will keep everyone insured and help control the rising cost of health care.

As part of our Health Care platform, we’ve called for a Medicaid Buy-In program to expand Medicaid. Our administration will create a Medicaid Buy-In Program to allow those families who cannot afford a plan on the Health Care Exchange but who also don’t qualify for Medicaid to pay a less expensive premium, based on their income, in order to receive Medicaid coverage.

Read our comprehensive health care plan for Illinois here: https://kennedyforillinois.com/vision/health-care/ 
J.B. Pritzker: I will work with community partners and lawmakers to ensure stable investment in consumer-led community-based programs that help children and families build better lives. We need to focus on those areas hit hardest by Bruce Rauner's budget crisis, which includes mental health and substance abuse treatment.
2. In 2016, the State of Illinois entered into a settlement agreement to address the failure to provide adequate treatment for prisoners with mental illness.  What steps would you take to ensure that this agreement is fully implemented and that prisoners with mental illness receive the treatment they need and are not relegated to unjustified solitary confinement and inhumane conditions? 

State Senator Daniel Biss: It is vital that we fully implement this agreement and guarantee prisoners with mental illness the treatment they need rather than relegating them to solitary confinement and inhumane conditions, which are immoral and can serve to exacerbate underlying illnesses. To implement this agreement, we must hire more mental health providers, ensure that a prisoner’s mental health status is considered in disciplinary decisions, and diligently oversee reforms to ensure that they are being correctly implemented and serve their goals.
Chris Kennedy: Cook County Jail has become Illinois’s largest mental health provider. We need to provide more mental health care services within our communities rather than in our jails. However, when someone with a mental illness is incarcerated, they need to receive treatment and be treated humanely. I would make sure this happens through a combination of mandatory training for prison officials coupled with lawsuits, if needs be. Prisons and jails must comply with the rule of law.

J.B. Pritzker: It’s time for Illinois to embrace a criminal justice system that gives Illinoisans a chance to reach their full potential. Last fall, Juliana and I introduced a comprehensive criminal justice reform plan that prioritizes rehabilitation, and specifically identifies mental health treatment as a priority to reduce recidivism after release.  We believe that the state should connect people in prison early with evidence-based rehabilitative services including job training, education, mental health and substance abuse treatment.

3. Do you support the abolition of involuntary psychiatric commitment and forced psychiatric treatment?
State Senator Daniel Biss: I believe that involuntary psychiatric commitment and forced psychiatric treatment can be necessary in some very specific circumstances, when people present explicit danger to themselves or others. I believe there must be strict regulations, accompanied by oversight and accountability, to ensure that this policy is not misapplied or overused.
Chris Kennedy: Yes.

J.B. Pritzker: In Illinois, we have failed to build the treatment capacity necessary for people to get the mental health care they need. We need to do more to connect people with ongoing mental health treatment. The patient is the focus of the treatment plan, and should be included in decisions regarding their treatment. 
4. As Governor, inpatient hospitalization stays for those with mental illness in Illinois is dramatically less than other states. How can we correct this for those who need longer stays? 

State Senator Daniel Biss: As governor, I will ensure that every Illinoisan can access the care they need in the setting that works best for them. For some, this means longer stays in hospitals, and I will make sure that our hospitals have the resources they need to properly care for patients and avoid premature discharges. However, inpatient hospitalization is not the best solution for everyone: to expand options for care, we must also provide additional resources for community mental health services that have faced budget cuts under Bruce Rauner.
Chris Kennedy: Illinois has to move to a single-payer system, as outlined above, which will not only provide insurance for patients to who need more inpatient care, but will also provide greater access to preventative care so that whenever possible, prolonged hospital stays are pre-empted.

J.B. Pritzker: As governor, I will work with consumer-led organizations and stakeholders to make sure we are addressing the treatment needs of people with mental illness. 



	Medicaid/Healthcare
	1. As Governor would you openly support and advocate for a Medicaid buy-in or single payer healthcare?

State Senator Daniel Biss: As governor, I will openly support and advocate for single-payer healthcare at the state level, just as I have since I ran for office for the very first time in 2008. Healthcare is a universal human right, the best way to guarantee that every Illinoisan—regardless of disability, race, class, citizenship status, or ability to pay—can access this right is to make healthcare universal. Especially with attacks to the Affordable Care Act and to Medicaid eligibility, it is vital that Illinois lead the nation in guaranteeing quality, affordable care to every person.
Chris Kennedy: Yes, my Health Care Platform calls for a single payer system with a Medicaid buy-in as part of the plan.

J.B. Pritzker: I believe healthcare is a right, not a privilege. I favor universal healthcare and will always fight to defend and expand healthcare in Illinois. I’m the only candidate with a plan to move us towards universal coverage. IllinoisCares would allow Illinoisans to purchase Medicaid plans on the exchange, which would cover more people at little to no cost to taxpayers.

2. As Governor, will you consider Medicaid and SNAP benefits something that should have a work component to it? 

State Senator Daniel Biss: No, I will not consider adding work components to Medicaid or SNAP benefits. As a state senator, I expanded SNAP benefits to serve 40,000 more families, advocated for expanded Medicaid eligibility, and have spoken out to urge Governor Rauner not to take advantage of the latest federal guidance surrounding work requirements. Medicaid and SNAP are absolutely vital for the people who rely on them, and we know that the vast majority of people enrolled in these programs who are able to work are already doing so. It is both immoral and cruel to create additional burdens to access these services.
Chris Kennedy: No. I fiercely oppose the efforts of the Trump Administration to impose a “work requirement” for Medicaid or SNAP eligibility. Requiring Medicaid or SNAP recipients to prove that they are working is both morally wrong and could leave as many as 400,000 Illinoisans without healthcare. Healthcare is a right, not a privilege, and Medicaid is designed to provide health care to people who cannot afford other care, whatever their reasons are for not being able to afford other coverage. Governor Rauner is reportedly considering applying for a federal waiver to get permission to make employment a condition of receiving Medicaid. For a Kennedy/Joy administration, there would be nothing to consider. This policy is an automatic and emphatic no.

J.B. Pritzker: No.

3. As Governor, would you advocate raising the Medicaid reimbursement rates for home nursing services? These rates have remained stagnant for decades and were actually reduced twice in the past 5 years. Very few nurses will work at the unbelievably low current rates.  

State Senator Daniel Biss: Yes, I will advocate raising the Medicaid reimbursement rates for home nursing services. I believe fair compensation is necessary for a robust and effective system of home- and community-based services—and also a basic right of every worker. As a state senator, I have been a strong ally for home nurses, from walking picket lines to co-sponsoring the Domestic Worker Bill of Rights to fighting for fair pay and working conditions for all workers. I will continue my support for home nurses as governor by increasing Medicaid reimbursement rates.
Chris Kennedy: Yes, I would raise the Medicaid reimbursement rates for nursing services. We are pushing skilled nurses out of the profession by not paying them fair wages, which hurts both these hardworking professionals as well as their patients, who will be cared for by less qualified caregivers.

J.B. Pritzker: Medicaid rates must be at a level that ensures a stable, qualified pool of skilled medical personnel.

4. As Governor, will you guarantee that participants in the Medically Fragile, Technology Dependent Waiver will remain exempt from Managed Care? Managed care companies are not equipped to handle complex cases involving ventilators, trachs, and other technologies, and there will not enough approved specialized DMEs or nursing care agencies under managed care.

State Senator Daniel Biss: Yes, I will guarantee that patients in the Medically Fragile, Technology Dependent Waiver will remain exempt from Managed Care. Patients in this waver have unique and individual needs, and Managed Care Organizations can serve to slow down and limit access to necessary care.
Chris Kennedy: Yes.

J.B. Pritzker: Children deserve to live with dignity, at home, and with their families. As governor, I will work with consumer-led groups to make sure the needs of participants in the MFTD waiver are met. 

5. Illinois has led the nation in patient dumping out of nursing homes. From 2011 to 2015, complaints skyrocketed 153 percent. Nationwide, it’s the number one complaint reported to nursing home advocates. Recently, a 57 year old woman with multiple sclerosis was dropped off in front of Chicago’s Pacific Garden Mission in her wheelchair. As reported in a CBS broadcast, The Mission Pastor says folks get dumped there daily from different nursing homes, medical centers and psychiatric facilities. Reasons vary; it could be financial, or residents who complain a lot, or other issues. The shelter security director says patients are typically left outside between 10 PM and 4 AM. In a December 28, 2017 Kaiser Health News publication, the Illinois State Ombudsman also recalled one nursing home resident who was in severe pain from osteoarthritis, scoliosis and fibromyalgia when she was discharged from the nursing home and sent to a homeless shelter. After the shelter rejected her because it could not accommodate her wheelchair, the resident went to a motel which kicked her out when she ran out of money. She has since cycled between the emergency room and the streets. As Governor, how do you plan to hold these institutions truly accountable for this unconscionable treatment of Illinois citizens?

State Senator Daniel Biss: This behavior is abhorrent, and our state has a responsibility to hold institutions accountable. That’s why I partnered with advocates to introduce SB 1624 to end this practice. This legislation would strengthen the rights of nursing home residents and make it much more difficult for nursing homes to “dump” their residents. I will continue to advocate for this legislation and other policies to improve quality of care for nursing home patients, as I have throughout my time in the legislature. As governor, I will also ensure the Department of Public Health cracks down on this practice as well as other violations related to understaffing and poor quality of care in institutional settings.
Chris Kennedy: When institutions mistreat and harm patients, we will prosecute these institutions to the fullest extent of the law and provide the facility’s patients and their families with resources and options for other care alternatives.

J.B. Pritzker: That type of treatment is unacceptable and as governor I will work to hold our institutions accountable. People with disabilities deserve housing options that provide them with the supports they need to live healthy, independent lives. No person with a disability who wants to remain at home should be forced to go a nursing home, and those who cannot live independently deserve to live in safe short- and long-term rehabilitative facilities.

6. The economic costs of living with a disability can be very high, even astronomical. Even with health coverage, out of pocket costs can be devastating. In fact, the most common cause of bankruptcy in our country is medical expenditure. Restrictive formularies, annual caps on services such as speech, physical and occupational therapy are often the cause. What is your plan to help people with significant out of pocket costs that insurance won’t cover?

State Senator Daniel Biss: While the Affordable Care Act took significant steps towards reducing out-of-pocket costs and expanding access to care, it’s not enough. People with disabilities are still often unable to access affordable care, and it’s clear we can’t trust the federal government to protect even the status quo. That’s why we must take leadership here in Illinois by implementing Medicare-for-All at the state level, and encourage other states and the federal government to follow suit.

I have also proposed a universal long-term care program as part of my Let Illinois Families Excel (LIFE) plan. Through a robust and flexible program allowing people with disabilities to receive financial support for care in the setting of their choice, from in-home care to adult day health to a nursing home, we can guarantee people with disabilities the care they need throughout their lives.
Chris Kennedy: I will put Illinois on a path towards a single payer system which will work to get health care costs under control. Read my comprehensive plan to reform heath care in Illinois here: https://kennedyforillinois.com/vision/health-care/ 

J.B. Pritzker: Health care is a human right, and the cost of appropriate medical care should not put families in a position where they are devastated by out of pocket costs. As governor, I will work with consumer-led organizations to develop strategies to prevent this from occurring. 



	State Budget and Administration
	1. Will you support a fair tax (progressive tax) in order to increase revenue? Disability programs badly need more funding.

State Senator Daniel Biss: Yes, I have introduced several constitutional amendments to allow for a progressive income tax, and will continue fighting for this much-needed reform as governor. For too long, we’ve heard that our state is broke, and that we cannot afford to fund disability programs and key budget priorities. This isn’t true: when we demand that the wealthy in our state pay their fair share, we can raise significant amounts of revenue. Implementing a progressive income tax would be a huge step towards a balanced budget to support our communities, and that’s why it’s been a central focus of each of my campaigns and of my time in the legislature.
Chris Kennedy: Yes. It is crucial that Illinois adopt a graduated progressive income tax. Democrats had a supermajority in the house and a supermajority in the senate, and yet did nothing to move us

away from a regressive, flat rate income tax. This occurred because a handful of elected officials earn profit as property tax appeals lawyers who benefit from the rigged property tax system in Illinois. We need to do four things: ban elected officials from holding jobs that are adverse to the interests of the bodies they are elected to serve; work with the legislature to get a constitutional amendment to institute a graduated progressive income tax; in the meantime, put a synthetic graduated income tax in place, following the lead of Massachusetts which introduced progressivity to their income tax model by issuing Earning Income Tax Credits to middle and low-income residents; and finally, file under-evaluation complaints on commercial properties that have been under assessed to recoup those missing millions of tax dollars.

J.B. Pritzker: Yes. A progressive income tax is central to my campaign and will be a top priority for me as governor.

2. What is your plan to measure and ensure quality of services coming from the Illinois Department of Human Services, the Department on Aging, the Department of Health and Family Services and other agencies serving Illinois with disability programs?

State Senator Daniel Biss: The first step is to fully fund the programs administered through these departments. Bruce Rauner’s cuts have been devastating for these programs, and I will reverse them as governor. At the same time, we must ensure that the services we are providing are the best options for the people who are receiving them, and look to increase efficiency while also improving quality of care. For example, we should shift resources towards the home- and communitybased services that have not received the support they need, despite a clear need. We must also ensure that we are assessing the quality of programs and departments holistically by empowering existing commissions to collaborate and by creating an ongoing collaborative committee of key staff in each department, along with advocates, to evaluate successes and identify areas of improvement.
Chris Kennedy: We need to provide a continuum of care and make sure that our various state agencies are working together to coordinate and integrate services. As Governor, I would oversee and ensure this coordination.

J.B. Pritzker: It's vital that our state agencies have the resources and staff they need to administer quality services for people with disabilities. As governor, I will ensure agencies are working together to meet the needs of people with disabilities across Illinois.

	Communication Access
	1. As Governor, how will you assure that emergency communication (both ASL interpreting and captioning) happens for people who are deaf and hard of hearing?    

State Senator Daniel Biss: It is crucial that we build emergency communication services effective for people who are deaf and hard of hearing. To improve this, I will consult with advocates in Illinois and look to models of success in other states to evaluate our options and implement programs that have proven effective elsewhere. I will continue to work with advocates and people who are deaf and hard of hearing throughout my administration to evaluate the progress and success of these measures, and to implement changes as needed.
Chris Kennedy: I would work with the disability community to understand more about the best examples of doing so around the country and how we can bring those models to Illinois.

J.B. Pritzker: As governor, I will work with consumer-led organizations and other stakeholders to ensure the state is meeting the emergency communications needs of people who are deaf and hard of hearing. 

2. Would you support legislation that required all public places to keep their closed captioning on in order to provide effective communication for the Deaf Community?

State Senator Daniel Biss:  Yes, I would support legislation to require all public places to keep their closed captioning on in order to provide effective communication for the Deaf Community.
Chris Kennedy: Yes.

J.B. Pritzker: As governor, I will support legislation that gives people in the deaf community equal access to effective communication that is available to the hearing community. 



	Addiction
	1. When addressing addictions (alcohol, illicit drugs, prescription drugs, eating disorders, cutting, sex) will you support comprehensive treatment for those who are suffering from these addictions?

State Senator Daniel Biss: Yes, I will support comprehensive treatment for people suffering from these addictions. Over the past three years, Bruce Rauner has cut funding for mental health care providers and other social services, making it more difficult for Illinoisans suffering from addictions to access the care they need. As governor, I will restore funding to these services and pass Medicare-for-All at the state level, which will include access to mental health services.
Chris Kennedy: Yes, in my Health Care Platform calls for a comprehensive Hub and Spoke model to treat addiction, following the success of Vermont’s model.

J.B. Pritzker: Yes. As governor, I will support comprehensive treatment for those who are suffering from addictions by using a multi-pronged approach to remove barriers to addiction and mental health treatment. I will work with consumer-led organizations and other stakeholders to rebuild the treatment, housing, and workforce development supports that were decimated under Bruce Rauner and look for ways to expand capacity across the state for treatment services. 



	Immigration
	1.  As Governor, how would you make sure state Medicaid funding is allocated to provide healthcare to uninsured/undocumented people with disabilities?

State Senator Daniel Biss: As governor, I would expand access to affordable healthcare to ensure that every Illinoisan can access the care they need, including undocumented people with disabilities. Until healthcare is truly universal, we will continue to see access to affordable care segmented along lines of class, disability status, citizenship, race, and other factors. Medicare-for-All is the best way to provide quality care for every person.
Chris Kennedy: My Health Care Platform calls for the employer backed public option and the ultimate single payer program we would create to cover all uninsured and undocumented people. Healthcare is a right, not a privileged, and people should be able to access care regardless of status.

J.B. Pritzker: I believe access to affordable health care is a basic human right. There has been bipartisan support for providing health care for undocumented children through the All Kids program in Illinois, and I would support removing or extending the sunset provision so that every child has access to high-quality, affordable health care. I have also proposed a public health insurance option that would provide every Illinois resident, regardless of citizenship status, the opportunity to buy low-cost health insurance.

2. As Governor, how would you implement the Trust Act in order to protect immigrants with disabilities from deportation in IL?

State Senator Daniel Biss: I have been a proud co-sponsor of the Trust Act since 2014, and I was relieved to finally see this bill signed into law last year. However, there is much more to do to ensure that all immigrants, and especially immigrants with disabilities, can live without fear of deportation. For example, we must train law enforcement officials at the state and local levels in appropriate interactions with people with disabilities and create mandatory sensitivity and diversity training for all state employees.
Chris Kennedy: My administration will fight Trump, who is creating a toxic environment for immigrants based on fear and hatred. I will uphold the Trust Act, and send a message that every resident of Illinois is safe and free to be here.

When you threaten deportation, when people see the police as a threat, we destroy the bonds we need to create within our communities to ensure safety and stability. I support the Trust Act. I also think we should pass the pending legislation on Immigration Safe Zones, so that schools, hospitals, and places of worship are designated as police-free zones, where undocumented immigrants can feel safe to learn, receive medical care, and practice their faith.

We must also fight medical deportations which can often result in sending people back to countries that are not equipped to provide adequate medical care—this is especially true of undocumented people with disabilities who are deported.

Immigrants are America, and there is no reason they should not become Americans. I support everyone being extended the opportunity to apply and gain full citizenship, and I am committed to working with our federal delegation to make sure that Illinois’ legislators do the right thing by every resident of our state.

J.B. Pritzker: I oppose the Trump Administration’s efforts to criminalize and deport immigrants and their families.  A nation of immigrants should not criminalize those seeking a better condition for themselves and family.  As governor, I will do everything in my power to ensure that law enforcement officials are maintaining fidelity to the Trust Act. I will also support municipal efforts to create welcoming communities so that families do not live in constant fear of being separated and torn apart by the President’s racist policy agenda.  



	Domestic Violence
	1. As Governor, how would you direct resources to support people with disabilities and Deaf people who experience sexual and/or domestic violence?

State Senator Daniel Biss: People with disabilities and Deaf people are especially vulnerable to sexual and domestic violence, and it is our state’s responsibility to create policies and programs to prevent this crisis and provide services for victims. For example, we must ensure that medical professionals, nursing home workers, social services providers, and all state employees are trained in recognizing signs of violence and taking appropriate action. We must also expand access to healthcare, social services, and other programs for people with disabilities to create safe spaces to disclose and safely receive support. I will also expand sex education: many people with disabilities are denied adequate sex education, which can make it more difficult to recognize and speak up about violence. Lastly, we must improve support for victims of domestic violence, such as ensuring victims can access healthcare, legal advice, and other resources without their abusers knowing.
Chris Kennedy: I would restore funding to the hundreds of social service agencies across Illinois that suffered cuts—some of them closing—because of Bruce Rauner’s relentless attacks. I would then work with the disability rights community to find the best avenues to expand these services.

J.B. Pritzker: People with disabilities and people who are deaf or hearing-impaired face additional barriers to accessing domestic and sexual violence resources. As governor, I will work with consumer-led organizations to ensure domestic and sexual violence intervention services are accessible for people with disabilities. 

 

	Housing
	1. According to estimates from the Corporation for Supportive Housing, Illinois has a need for approximately 50,000 units of supportive housing. Yet there is only one state agency that officially funds supportive housing. Numerous state agencies serve people with disabilities. Further, supportive housing is a key part of a cost-effective solution to moving and keeping individuals out of publicly-funded systems like corrections, child welfare, and nursing homes. As Governor, how would you ensure that the needs of homeless people and those at risk of homelessness are addressed in a holistic, cross-agency way? How would you ensure that there is a commitment and a plan to move and keep persons out of institutions?

State Senator Daniel Biss: Our state has a moral responsibility to address homelessness in our communities. We must expand both affordable housing and supported housing, and also support a variety of social services such as homeless shelters and community centers. In addition to housing Illinoisans who are currently homeless, we can provide a sense of security to families who are currently paying too much for housing, and are often just one illness or missed week of work away from losing their homes.
I recently introduced companion legislation to HB 2430, Representative Will Guzzardi’s house bill to lift the ban on rent control in Illinois. Allowing municipalities to enact rent control ordinances that are sensitive to local needs will help slow the gentrification that can lead to homelessness. My proposal for universal long-term care will also help expand options for people with disabilities and seniors who would rather not live in an institution. Through this program, Illinoisans will be able to receive support for in-home care, adult day care, or nursing homes if they prefer, which will save money and provide better quality care at the same time.

Chris Kennedy: Housing is the most in-demand need in the disability community, and yet our General Assembly doesn’t have active housing committees in either the House or the Senate. This needs to be rectified. Additionally, the state should maintain a database of accessible housing units so we can track what our housing stock actually is and make use of our available resources to fill those slots. But we need to do a lot more. Discrimination against people with disabilities is rampant. We should not allow landlords to evict someone who falls behind on rent because of a medical issue that caused them to miss work, or drained their bank accounts. What is more, outside of Cook County, a landlord can reject a tenant who has a Section 8 voucher. We see that in Cook County, too, there are homeless shelters that aren’t accessible. We are allowing the social safety net to fail the very people it’s meant to help. Our social safety net is not safe if it is not inclusive.

J.B. Pritzker: People with disabilities should get to choose to live in community settings where they have autonomy over their own lives. In many cases that means the state must do more to elevate the role of community-based agencies that coordinate the care for people with disabilities. There are opportunities for the state to more aggressively pursue integrated housing options for people with disabilities, and as governor I will bring people to the table to make sure that happens. 



	Transportation
	1. Would you require the ride share industry to provide accessible transportation, including to passengers who use wheelchairs that do not fold?  It's been 27 years since the passage of the ADA.

State Senator Daniel Biss: Yes, I will require the ride share industry to provide accessible transportation, including to passengers who use wheelchairs that do not fold—it is unacceptable that this industry has not fully complied with the ADA.
Chris Kennedy: Yes.

J.B. Pritzker: I believe people with disabilities should have the same access to transportation as everyone else.

2. What will your administration do to provide equal access to transportation in Illinois? One example is the inequity provided by rideshare companies. Will you require equal access to all levels of transportation in Illinois?

State Senator Daniel Biss: Our state has a fundamental responsibility to provide equal access to transportation across the state. This includes making public transportation more accessible but also holding the private sector accountable, including the ride share industry. We must also ensure that these services have adequate capacity and are of good quality—for example, the existence of paratransit rides is not sufficient when these services are chronically delayed and at maximum capacity.
Chris Kennedy: As Governor, I would focus on expanding access to transportation in rural areas, where the current lack of resources severely limits access to services and care. 

J.B. Pritzker: As governor, I will work with consumer-led organizations and other stakeholders to ensure we are providing equal access to transportation in Illinois. 



	Federal Outlook
	1. As Governor, what would you do to protect disabled Illinoisans from any rollback of rights the federal executive and legislative branches may wish to implement?    

State Senator Daniel Biss: We cannot wait for the federal government to roll back rights; rather, we must protect people with disabilities by enumerating and expanding these rights in state laws. This is why I’ve fought for Medicare-for-All at the state level: we can’t afford to wait and see what happens with the Affordable Care Act and have an opportunity to provide truly universal care in Illinois regardless of these developments. We must take this proactive approach towards protecting other rights as well, such as expanding special education programs in Illinois regardless of guidance or support from the federal government.
Chris Kennedy: I would fight federal rollbacks at every step, and I would work with our federal delegation to devise a strategy to effectively challenge any attempt to limit services or deny rights to people with disabilities in this state and around the country.

J.B. Pritzker: My parents raised me with a commitment to social justice. I’ve spent my life fighting for Illinois families and bringing people together to solve big problems for this state. Those values are under attack and I am ready to fight every day to make sure Illinois is a firewall against Donald Trump’s destructive agenda and hateful rhetoric. We will protect and expand health care for all of our families, invest in education, defend our environment, stand with our immigrant families, and fight for civil rights. I’m running for governor because the values that I care about are under siege by Donald Trump and Bruce Rauner and I am ready to stand with passionate Illinoisans and resist.
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